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Press statement on Chinese import restrictions 

Tuesday 9th January 2018 

NAWDO is closely following the developments around the Chinese import restrictions 

on secondary materials. The exact impact of these restrictions is not known at present. 

We have not had reports from our members that materials are being stockpiled but 

remain alert for any changes around this. Whilst the Chinese market is an important 

destination of secondary materials, we note that there are also other export markets 

in addition to UK based outlets.  We acknowledge that the markets for secondary 

resources can be volatile which might carry a risk for local authorities and/or waste 

management providers. 

Whilst NAWDO encourages higher levels of environmental responsibility, for example 

by increasing the quantity and quality of recycling collected, we remain vigilant that 

these restrictions don’t negatively impact on our members. This issue could be an 

opportunity for a re-examination of the approach to plastics recycling, to stimulate local 

market demand and ensure material used in products and packaging is designed with 

recycling and recovery in mind. NAWDO very much welcomes the ongoing debate 

between government, waste management industry, partners and stakeholders 

ensuring continuity around service provision and mitigating possible operational and 

financial impacts.  

NAWDO is fully committed to working in partnership with the waste management 

industry, stakeholders and policy makers to ensure value for money waste and 

recycling services continue to be provided to the residents and businesses in the local 

communities which NAWDO’s members serve. 

 

About us: 

NAWDO, the National Association of Waste Disposal Officers, is the primary network 

and voice for local authorities with statutory responsibility for waste treatment and 

disposal. NAWDO was formed in 1992 and its members include London Boroughs, 

Metropolitan, Unitary, Joint Waste Disposal Authorities and County Councils from all 

UK regions (except Scotland) to keep up to date with the fast changing waste and 

resources industry. Through NAWDO local authorities are provided with presentation 

on regional, national, international and strategic forums and groups to inform, influence 

and collaborate with key stakeholders and policy makers. NAWDO is entirely run by 
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volunteers and through its Policy and Advisory (P&A) Committee it sets the direction 

of the organisation with member engagement. With over 80 members NAWDO 

represents around 80% of all local authorities with waste disposal duties in the UK. 

NAWDO holds quarterly meetings where its members, central government, regulators, 

waste industry and other affiliated groups discuss and debate challenges and current 

developments in the waste and resources industry, helping shape and influence 

(future) decisions and policy. It also provides an online forum where members can 

openly discuss and debate current and relevant issues facing senior officers with 

waste treatment and disposal portfolios.    

 

Contacts: 

Claire Brailsford, Chair – Claire.brailsford@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Gurbaksh Badhan, Vice Chair – gbadhan@buckscc.gov.uk  

Nigel Shilton, Vice Chair - Nigel.Shilton@leics.gov.uk 

Jarno Stet, Secretary – jstet@westminster.gov.uk 

Tony Norris, Treasurer – tony.norris@northyorks.gov.uk  
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