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[Start]

NAWDO welcomes the announcement of a ban on single-use vapes. These
products are extremely difficult to recycle, and disposal in refuse and recycling
services increases the risk of fires in waste vehicles and facilities that cost money,
cause disruption, and pose a significant hazard to people working in this sector.

However, the regulations appear to leave significant loopholes open, allowing
manufacturers to make minor modifications to products so they can be recharged or
refilled and thus bypass the ban on their sale. This means we could see little actual
impact on the amount of these products on the market that end up being disposed of
unsafely.

NAWDO urges the Government to tighten regulations on the design, manufacture,
import and sale of all vapes, to reduce the ongoing risks that even supposedly
reusable products will continue to pose. NAWDO would also like to see extended
producer responsibility introduced as a matter of urgency, to encourage better
design and to make producers responsible for the costs of managing waste arising
from vapes and their refill containers.

Single-use vapes are representative of a growing culture of ‘throwaway’ electrical
products, which is not only putting a strain on local authority services but also
increasing the drain on natural resources. NAWDO urges the Government to review,
refresh and fully implement the Waste Prevention Programme for England, and
ensure there is an increase in resources and policy support for reuse and

repair. The proposed enhancement to WEEE regulations also needs to be
implemented as a matter of urgency, to ensure producers of all types of WEEE are
made more responsible for the costs of managing the waste arising from these
products.

[End]
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About us:

NAWDO, the National Association of Waste Disposal Officers, is the primary network
and voice for local authorities with statutory responsibility for waste treatment and
disposal. NAWDO was formed in 1992 and its members include London Boroughs,
Metropolitan, Unitary, Joint Waste Disposal Authorities, Waste Partnerships and
County Councils from all UK regions (except Scotland) to keep up to date with the fast-
changing waste and resources industry. Through NAWDO local authorities are
provided with presentation on regional, national, international and strategic forums and
groups to inform, influence and collaborate with key stakeholders and policy makers.
NAWDO is entirely run by volunteers and through its Policy and Advisory (P&A)
Committee it sets the direction of the organisation with member engagement. With
over 80 members NAWDO represents around 80% of all local authorities with waste
disposal duties in the UK. NAWDO holds quarterly meetings where its members,
central government, regulators, waste industry and other affiliated groups discuss and
debate challenges and current developments in the waste and resources industry,
helping shape and influence (future) decisions and policy. It also provides an online
forum where members can openly discuss and debate current and relevant issues
facing senior officers with waste treatment and disposal portfolios.

Contacts:

Jon Hastings, Chair — jon.hastings@eastlondonwaste.gov.uk
Ken Lawson, Vice Chair - ken.lawson@bristol.gov.uk

Eleanor Hayward, Vice Chair - eleanor.hayward@nlwa.gov.uk

Jarno Stet, Secretary — jstet@westminster.gov.uk
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